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| loved to read when | was a child. | was often lost in the magical world of a book
and blind to what was happening in  “real life” around me. This bothered my
parents sometimes when there were things they wanted me to do. But how could
| think about eating dinner when Gandolf was about to fight the Balrog!? That is
an episode from Lord of The Rings, one of my favorite books as a teenager. Harry
Potter is perhaps more popular today, although | sometimes wonder if young
people today still enjoy reading books when there are so many other entertaining
distractions such as computer games, 3D movies, and hundreds of TV channels.
For me, the library was my temple. A wealth of knowledge and experience lived on
its shelves and was free for the taking, if one wanted. | wanted. Reading books
showed me a world much wider and more exciting than my small, sleepy
hometown could suggest. So much of what | am today is due to my love of books.

Don’t let the opportunities pass you by; visit the library today!
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